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• • 
OPERATIONS OF THE 2D BATT.ALIOlf, 350TH IBFAHRY 

(BS'fH DIVISION) INCLBABIBG A BEGIIIEBTAL SUPPLY BOUD 
TO ROCCASEGCA, ITJLY, 21 ~ 25 IIAY 1944 

(ROME - ARIO CAKPAIGli) 
(Personal E.xperience of a Battalion S-3) 

ORDIT.ATIOB 

IBTRODUOTIO:tl 

This is an account of' an Int"antry Battalion that got le.tt 

·. ab9ut ten miles bebind the other two battalions. During the 

Italian Spring Offensive in May 1944, the 2nd Battalion, 350th 

~antry, 88th Division bad to clear and. protect the Regimental 

supply route from FOIDI to ROCCASECC4. 

"Since the landing at 8.ALBRNO on 9 September 1943, the 

divisions of the Fifth 1.rnrf had been fighting almost cont1nuoua­

ly, first the drive past JIAPLBS to the Germ.an Winter Line be­

hind VBN.Al'RO and KIGRANO, t~en i"rom 15 November 1943, in the 
..... ,_.. _ ____. ___ '"!lit 

Karsh winter campaign to CASSilfo. • (See hp A) (l) ~-
On 22 January 1944, two divisions landed at AIZIO. (S•• 

. ..........._ __. ._._ 

Map A) At C~l9 and .AliZIO the attack had been stopped. 
-.... ,,....,~, ... --

In May 1944, the southern front ~as the BINTURlfO-OASSIIO 
. 

line. (See Map .I.) '1'b.e Germans held the :mountaiD.OUs terraia 

to theui front with the famous GlJ'S!AY LID. 

!he .Allied .Armies in Ital7 (All) planned a spring offen­

sive. ~ir intentions were to inflict the max1ml1m losses on 

the enemy md drive him to the RIJIIJII-PIU. line. (See !f.P A) 

(2) 

~bis wov.J.cl ·be a aimultaDeous attack b7 _both armies on 

the southern tront. (3) 

(1) 1-4, P• 1 {direct quotation) 
(2) .A-4, P• 21 
( 3 ) .A.-4, p. 21 
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• 
, ~e beachhead forces would be ready to attack at ,my 

time from D plus 4. Their misfdon was to cut HIGDJ.Y 6 in 

the VJL)(OJi1'0D area. (See Jtap B) (4) 

i'BE GDER&L SITUATION 

With the arrival. of new troops and in order to insure 
-· 

success on the next attack, a major regrouping was made along 

tAe sou~hern.front. 

The east coast sector was under the British V Corps an4 

Eight Army- controlled the central sector. Fitth A:J!tJJq' had the 

area between the TYRBHDIAlI SB.A and tb.e LIRI BIVER. ilso,. the 

F1:fth A.ftJ.7 remained in e~and of the ilZIO BJUCBBEAD. (!!!. 
MS?. B) · ( 5) 

vi·l I If~; p_,1,;::- f) ~he Fifth knzr3 had the li'rench E.xpeditionUJ" Corps (.no) 

-,\. , 11 .~ ~on th& right and II Co.rps along the sea. 
l ':,, .. ~ 

5,,;-:-• ·f L II Corps had the American 86th and 88th Divisions. !he 
t f\i 

1-,:ri..,i (,· 
\·• · 91st Division arrived in the MEDI!l.'ERRANBAR !heater in J.p~11 

194:4• but !ta anaploJBtent was indefil1ite :fo:r sometime. (i) 

fhe 36th :Q1'1:ii,a4.on constituted the mobile reserve o:f the A.AI. 

~he two divisions o:f II Corpe were :fresh troops and.'were 

7et to be tried in the attack. 

!he 88th Division waa the first All-Selective Service 

D1~a1oa 1:n com.bat in World Wu II, and it took over a aeotor 

ot the front in Karch 1944. !he men and otr1ce~a felt that 

the Division would be aucoeastul in IJl7 tJ'pe of operatio~. 

Sinee July 1942,. it had trained in Oklahoma, maneuvered in 

Louisiana, Bd polished its tactics in Borth .&ti-1ca. During . 

Ti) i-4, P• 22. 
(6) A, .. 4, P• 2 
(6) A-4, P• 16 
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• • 
Barch and April, the Division had adjusted to front-line 

activit7 in-readiness tor an attack. 

lloralewa.a high. ill SUl)-Plies were plent1tul, even though 

some positions had to be reached by mule train. 

Although the action d.escr1bed herein takes place some ten 

days after the jum.p-of':f, 1 t is necessary to cover the m1aa1ons 

and actions of' the various units beginning with breakout of the 

winter line. 

!he Eighth A'l!rfr.y was to bl9eak thl'ough the enemy's positions 

into the LIRI V.ALLBY. 

!J.'he Fifth Army mission was defined in Pield Order No. 6, 

20 April 1944 as: /Fifth Army from. present GARIGLIANO posi­

tions with Corps abreast, seelll'e JJISOBI.l defile, adTances 

south ot the LIRI RIVER to out the PICO-IT.RI ROJD ••••••• Sub-
1·\. 

sequent advance on A:J!m.7 order~ (See llaRz B) ('1) 

The Arnq plan was bold and d1tf1cult. It meant aimpl7 

that all units wottld take the dominating mountain features in 

their assigned sectors. 

II Corps would attack with the 85th D1V1s1on on the left 

and the 88th Division on the right. 'fb.e plan of maneuver oon.­

aiated eaeentiall7 ot slugging through the detenaea ot the· 

GlJST.lV LID and then continuing through the mountains te the 

PICO-I'f:RI BOAD. · 

.At 2300 hours, ll lla:y 1944, the Spring Otteneive waa 

lanched.. 

on the right flank ot the Fifth APllrT tbe PBO took all et 

its objeot.1••• on aob.edule. Ita' operationa dviag 11-19 •q 

f'ol'III one of the most spectacular a.nd moat 111.portan.t pats ot · 

(1J 1-i, P• 86 .• 
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the drive on BOU. On 19 Kay the no f'ro:nt was aearl7 along 

the eaat side of the PIOO-ITRI ROAD and it was read7 to attack 

the atrong point PICO. (8) 

In II Corps' sec tor, the 1:a1 tial push met iaaediate suc­

cess on tb.e right flank but in the center uo1mti" ][[JrfUUO the 

battle awi~led in 1l'1dec1sien tor tb.J:tee d~s. 'fb.en the &ll9Jll1' 

began a haat7 retreat along the sea, followed cloae17 bJ' II. 

Corps. (9) 1'h1s rapid pt;Jrsuit pushed through FORIIA and G.An.A 

into ITRI. (~ee Kap~) (10) 

Pif'th ~ had by 19 M8J" completed its f'irst Jliasioa. 

Its• tront was al.o.ng the PICO-I~.RI ROAD., and so ta a.ad-of 

tighth Arm,- that it threatened the enemy in the LIRI VJLLU' 

from the l'ear. (ll) 

!he J'lsO had employed all .foui- ot its 41:Yiaio:aa. flute• 

were in line and one in Oorps reaene. II Corps still ha4 

the 85th and 88th Division• in the line 8Dd the 36tll. D1rta1on 

had not been com.1 tted. (12) 

On 19 May a new objective was g1ven II Corpaa to o•t 

the SBZZB .. J'ROSIROD ROAD with maxim speed. (h• •ap ~V (13) 

The 88th Division was to drive across the h111a ao~tlureat 

of' J'OIDI towed. llOCCAGOIQA while the 86th D1T1aien mo'Yed n S.t• 

left flam: towari. IBIZB. file. Slat Oaval.Q' Beconnaiaaaue 

lqudl'OD. and .iementa of the 85tb. D1T1.a1on ..... 1to -*. 
t.bJiollgh the !BRRAOllfA bottle_neok an.4 push into the POl1!IIB 

lWISBBI litqond tb.e t•m• (lee Kap B) (14) 

!be area facing II Corps waa a series ot high acnim.t-aln•, 
I 

deep gorgea, l'iYer Talleys, and. tloo4ed. oea1'tal plains. !be 

(ej 1-4; P• 64 · .. 
(9) A-1, Itaa 1826 
(10) J.-4, .~ 55 
(11) A-4, P• '9 
(12) A-4, p;;. 79 
(13) .A.-4, P• 81 
(l.f.) A.-4, P• 81 
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sector varied 1n width from 10 to 20 miles; from I~ to SBZKB 

the diatanee across the JaOunta.1na was 30 :miles. (15) 

'!he detense line which II Corps would hit was the :nmch 

publicised .HI_~~ 1:i:i;KB., prepared by the Germans to aer'f'e as a 

second defense if the GtTSTA.V LID were 'breached. Thia line 

ran generally through the mountains al.eng 'BllRAOntA-J'OIDI-P~OO 

to POllDCABVO and across the LillI VjIJ,ff to PTCDDOllH. (lee -
Kap B) (16) 

1H. thdrawing into thia line was the bad.17 disorgrm.1.zed 

Ge•an !'eath Army which had been holding the southern t"roat. 

!he weather was good spring wal'I& d&7a with cool nights. 

there had been no rain ainoe the j1Dllp-oft. '!he troops felt 

good oTer their first aucceaaes aJld had not ha4 tillle to think 

ot their losses. flt• cr7 wu •a.ol4E AND Hoo• •. (l'i') 

SS!H DIVISIOI SIT'UATIOB AliD PLAJIS 

On 19 Kq the 351st Infantry held•• GB.UDE north ot I'!BI; 

the 349th Intant17 lay in tbe town proper and the 350th Intaa­

trr was just to the east. (18) 

During the night ot 19 Kq_th• M9th m.o'V'ed northwest t•­
wal'd J'OIDI. BJ 2200 hours, 20 Kay, ll'OIDI was taken and the 

high pO'lllD.d to the northeast ot town. !he 351st moved up to 

other mountain teaturea that out the POIDI-LKIOLA ROAD. (8•• -
Kg B) (19) 

!he 350th Intant17 tollowed the 349th along BIGBI.AY ,. 

Rein.f orc••nta now began to stream up thia road ba I!Bl to 
I 

POIDI. 

(15) 
(16) 
(17} 
(18) 
(19) 

!'he b1ghWS1' was .tilled with t.PUoks, al'llOl' and &1',11-

I:i, P• 82 
.1.-4, p. 82 
Personal knowledge 
.1.-l, Item 1826 
A•4, P• 83 
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l•!'J' and both sides of the road were lined with marching 

troops. (20) 

During the night o:t 20 llay. the 350th was ordered to 

pass through FOIDI and attack to the northwest toward BOCCA­

SBCCA. The 349th would attack on the right. !he 35lat 

would take the mountain features a1ong the LEllOL.A.-VALLECO:RSA 

ROAD and protect the division right flank until the French 

e augb t up. (!!t• lla:p B) ( 21) 

!BB 350TH llfFAlffRY PL.Al 

!he :regimental plan was :tor the 1st Battalion te take 

.II. CMABECOIO; the 34 Battalion to take It. LATIGl,lA 8Jld the 

24 Batta11on ll. CALVO. 11. CALVO was to be the regimental 

ob,ect1ve for 21 •~· (See Kap 0) (22) 

~he 1st Battalion would move directl7 from POIDI toward 

its' objective and secure it. !he 3d Battalion would then 

JDo'Ye tb.rough the lat Battalion to .take x. LilIGLli. !he 24 
\ 

lattalion would move west along HIGHWAY, about 6000 7ards an4 

attack•• 0.ALVO from the south. (lee Map C) (23) 

!he regiment would then move to ROOCASBCCA• taking eaob 

moUDtain feature 1n tw.-n. 
fi: 

350TH ID'il!RI (MIIUS OBE BJ.HALIOB) llOVBS !O ROCC£SBCCA 

At daWII 21 hJ the regiment moved tbrough J'~IDI. (24) 

!he lat Battal1.on followed b7 tb.a 3d. moved toward s. KAGIO, 

and the 2d Battalion. moved west along IIIGBWC , • (See Map O) 

~ lat Battalion moved over M. C.&IIAlmCOIO without 

(26f 
(21) 
(22) 
(23) 
(24). 

l-4, P• §3 
A-2,, Item 1880 
A-2, Item 1830 
Personal knowledge 
.1.-3, P• 83 . 
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• • 
encountering any resistance. It then proceeded to M. LATIGLIA 

and then K. CALVO in turn. 

Spending the night. on x. CALVO the lat and 3d Battalions 

moved out earl7 on 22 liq along the trail to the northwest to 

K • .ALTO, where they stopped £or the night. ~he 1st Battalion 

was on M. ALTO and the 3d Battalion to the south on SALVilOBB. 

On the 23d the 1st Battalion moved into ROOCASBCCA and the 3d 

garrisoned the high ground overlooking the ton. {lee Map C) 

(25) 

This point was. 10 miles ahead of Fifth AnI3 lines. 'fheae 

two battalions lead by the regimenta1 comaander, Colonel J. c. 

Fry, had slipped through the HITLER LINE. (26) 

BARRATIOJI 

THE s. BIAGIO VALLEY FIGF.l' 

As the other two ba1*1'_. ions moved directly northwest on 

the 21st•~, the 2d Batt9-on moved west from POBDI along 
··~,. 

HIGHWAY '? for about 6000 yuds. There was no contact with the 

enemy. Elements ot the 91st Reconns.issance Squad..ron reported 

that except f'or some blown craters 1n _the highway there wae no 

evidence or the enem:r for several :miles further to the west. 

The Italian civilians repo:rted that the Qel'JD.ana had al1 'gone. 

(27) 

The battalion turned north ot~ HIGHWAY '7 along a good 

road that would lead directly to the foot of the mountains 

and to a trail that led to their objective, Jl. CALVO. (Bee -
ltap o.~ They were in a column of companies; B-G-F. 'fhe Heavy 

125) 
(26) 
(2"1) 

Personal knowledge; Statement oi Ooi. J. d. ~,then· 
co, 350th Intantey, 25 May 1944 
.A.-2, Item 1830 
Personal knowledge 
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Weapons Company's machine guns we.re in d1ree t support of the 

two leading companies. Just as Company E's 1ead.1ng pl.atoon 

reached the 80 8i:AGIO-S. MAGJIO ROAD, 600 ya:rds north ot HIGH ... 

WAY 7, it was fired on f'rom positions north ot tbis road by 

machine guns and rifles. Company~ took up the fire fight 

from positions along and on the left ot the road. !here was a 
_,,.,. .... ,.,, ....... 

creek and a canal to the right and an orchard on the left. 

~ere was very little cover in the orchard. (See lla;p D) (28) 

The BattaJ.ion Commander and Battalion S-3 went torwa:Nl 

and contacted E Company Commander. The en&m7 had excellent 

positions in the side of the bill covering to the south and 

the Valley. 'fhey were well dug in and hard to locate. ~he~• 

was no way to estimate_,. theil' strength. Th.ere was no other 
. . 

r 
direction to attack tbif hill. 

T 

B Company Commander stated 10 or 12 men had been wounded 

including the leading Jlatoon Leader. Jlen of this platoon were 

returning tbe fire. !he orchard was a poor place f?iOJD which to 

launch an attack. The enem:J' had good fields of' tire th.rough 

the trees in the orchard. There was very little room te maaeu ... 

ver to the right of tb.e road because ot the big oana1. (29) 

G Company was then turning north off BIGDll 7. !he 

Company Commander went forward to the Batta11on Commander. 

!hey decided for Company G to Duu:1.euver out in the Talley to 

the left and hit the German·position with two platoons abreast 

with their right on s. BIAGIO-S. llGNO ROAD. !he7 would aa­

aault from the :middle ot the Ya1le7. 

{28) 

(29) 

B Company would put two platoons on line and attack, 

Statement of-Corbett lilliamson, tlien "boiin•n4er ol thi 
2nd Batta11on,, 350th Infantry, on 31 oct 1949 
Peraons1 knowledge 
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swinging as t~ to the right of the north-south road tl"om 

BIG.RUY '1 as the7 could. ( See llap D) 

The Al"tilleq Liaison Officer called tor artillery in the 

town of s. BI.A.GIO as it dominated the west side of the Talley. 

There would be no mortar or artillery on the rear positions aa 

iJ .· }1-~pmy .B was too close. 

~lr~ six rounds on the side of the hill to the north. Time was the 
~·~ . 

. .. J,J· important element. 

\r~ It is well to insert here that the rest of the battalion 

~ was along HIGHWAY? and the bighwrq- was covered with vehicles 

Y"' and troops. Corps artillery was being brought up. Pl"om this 

J'rf'~ position an 8 inch gun could fi.re on SBZZB wbieh was alao 

J\~\.1 ,J) reached bJ' the 8 inch guns at the ilZIO BEACHHEAD. (30) An 

s)~~~t,r/~,L., ft,• .- . , ... \officer w1 th the e inch gun watched Q Oomp8J17 1 a 6~ • s .f!r.e and 

imm.Kiately decided that that would be a poor place tor his 

gun. (:51) 

Com.p&llJ' G was read.J' to assault the position 1n leas than 

30 mintes. !rhe compa.Jl7 commander had put his au.pport platoOl\. 

1n position to fire towards. BIAOIO and to the north. Be was 

worried about the. weetel'll side ot the Val.1e7 IIJld wanted to aeD4 

a platoon up to s. BIAGIO. !b.e Battalion 5 .. 3 ·agreed but the · 

llattalion·Command.er decided the:re was not enough t1ae. mt.. 

next d&J the 85th Division had to commit an entire Battalion 

to take the bill. 
' loth companies :m.oTed out in the asaaul t and were on top 

ot the ennq dugout• befoiae th.a Genes wer• aware ot what waa 

(Soj 
(31) 

1-4:, P• 85 -
ltat411ent of G Coap8.D.'J'• Weapons Platoon Leader on 21 
llq 1944.· 
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happening. 'fbis action had dravm l.ots ot obserTers as it waa · 

close to the main h1ghw11.1 and the enemy was supposed. to have 

been routed. 

Just as E Comp&nJ had gained some d1atanoe up "the mo\Ulta1a 

and was able to :t'1-re down at tbe enUQ", the 350th Intantry 

RegiJuntal COlllllandel" came riding up on a light t~ hom lIIOB-. 

WAY 7. Re pointed out so.me &nemy macbine gun positions and 

had the tank fire on them. lfhe ·l'esalta were ezoelleat and tb.is 

~si sted B Comp~ a great deal... 'Ihm the B.eg1aBD.1au. and Bat .. 
.____ - . ~ -------

t al1 on Commanders johed the assault troops as the7 .:m.0Ye4 

tbztougb. the en9117 positions. 

The.re waa no control after the hill was reacllled. Aleo no 

set objectiYe tor an7 one gi-oup. ht the aaaault groups kept 

moving, breaking up into little groups aa the7 det'initel7 

located a pos1tion. '!b.e. two oom.paJQ' c~era and the Itegi-
. \ 

mental and Battalion OOlllland•rs ~acted. tra.tt1_, and sooa th.ere .. 
were tights going on in 10 or 12 plaeea at one time. There waa 

no mortar or al"tillery 1a the tight bi either aide. ~he •J!l8!111' 

used machine guns. rifles and automatic -pistols. The 2nd Bat-. 

talion used b.and gl'enadea, rifles and B.ABs. 

It. waa an intense tire tight• but 1 t was over in another 

45 minutes. . ~~ llegime'al Omnmander order-4 the battalion te 

hold what it had aa he~just .f<JQDd out that tlds valley bel.oaged 

to the 85th Di vis~n. OompanJ' E was ordered to organise the 

position and they set up in just about the same position• u 

the Gel'llans had held but higher u.p the hill. (See, !9 l>) 

The battalion auttere4 43 casual.ties. SeTen were ottio•~• 

including the Battal.ion .lrtillerJ" Liaison Otficel"., who was 

killed.. 

12 
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One ot the members ot the 88th Division General Staff o•• 

up and counted the prisoners. He told the 2d Battal.1on Com­

mander that there was 110 ot them.. Com.pf1E11' B later reportea. 

that they counted 40 dead on the position. (32) 

At about 1500 hours the 24 Battalion was ordered to l'e .. 

turn te the vicinity ot POIDI to constitute the division re­

serve. CompSJ17 JC joined the battalion at 2100 hours. That 

night tae battalion served bot eh.ow and got a good nights rest. 

i'IBB'l' DAY 011 '!'BE TR.UL (/141~? G) 
. ·-

At 0900 hours, 22 Kay the 2d Battalion was relieved as 

Division Reserve and told to join the regiment. The7 were 

1ntol'Jl1ed that 1 t was nearly to RQOC.ASECCA. 

The 350th had set up a rear comm.and post at s. M'AGBO. 

The Regimental Qomm.anding ·otticer had rejoined the :lst and 34 

Battalions and was leading them to BOCOASBCCA. 

After a hot breakfast the battalion moved northwest alo:ag 

the road t"rom FOIDI to s. MAGBO. As the head of the collDlll 

reached the .rear conaand post in s. XAGIO an art1lleey barrage 

came in trom the northwest. The Regimental .ldjutot who had 

come out to meet the batt~1o:n was killed and aeTeral of the 

battalion were wounded. 

The mission of the 2d Battalion was obTioua. Join the 

other battalions but clean up those who .were tiring on the 

regimental rear OOlllll.and post. 

!he battalion moTed into the.mountains, following tb.e 

trail ot tlw otber battalions. 

Aa t.b.• battalion moved out it is neoes•a.1'1 to look at 

the situation. The other two battalions were •••eral ailea 

ahead and the eneJQ" had closed in on the· trail. 

(32) YeraonaI 6ow1eqe 
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The objective was stili 20,000 78.!'ds to the northwest 

with onl7 JllUl.e trails through the :mountains. Regiment had 

not laid wire nor had the7 marked the trail that the7 uaed. 

The Battalion Commander deo14ed to take a auppl.7 train 

1n . the battalion column. ( on the pre-viou~ day the pack train .,,, 
was to be brought up after the objecti-ve was aeoured. , 

The battalion started with 40 mules. 'f.b.eir load con­

sisted of two days C and X rations, wate~, an ample supply ot 

batteries t~ the SCR 300 md 536 radios, ritl•, aaohiae pa 

and mortal" 8DPIPD1tion, and forage tor the llltll.es. ~!Mia• 

Ita11an mule skinners and mules had been working with the bat­

talion ainoe April. 

Riflemen had two hand grenades end two bandoliera of 

..,nn1 t1on baeides their rifle, belts. .All light machine, ga.na 

8114 two 81" mm mortars wei-e band carried, and eTery aYailable 

weapons man had· 8DJIDUlit1on. 

Jlo packs were carried but· the individual had a field 

jacket, raincoat, extra pail" of aooks and one dqs lt ration. 

It 1111118 SOP tor each individual to have l:lal.1son• tablets, 011. 

and patches ror b1a weapon • 
. .. ,. 

As the column moTed out. OoapaJlJ' O was leading, tollowe4 

by Companies B and P. The leading platoon 11.0Ted out 100 yards 

in front of the remainder of' the com.pan,-. But tbel'e was no 

interval between 8.l'Q' ot the otber p1atoona or companies.. The 

trail went aOUDd tbs eaat aide of•• CASaADCCIO, and to tb.e 

east of •• L&'!IGLIA. .A aquad tram Q Com.pan:, waa aent to the 

crest ot •• L.lTI.GLIA and aa it neared the crest it was find 

on from tb.e crest of the hill. (See .Kap C) 

1, 
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G Company Commander and the Battalion S-3 were with the 

leading platoon and ~his pl~toon was north or the crest when 

the .firing com.eneed. file Com.panJ' Commander quickl7 stai-t•d 

the lead platoon to the top of the hill over the d11'f'ioult 

terrain. a.ong the many huge ro~ks they had excellent cover. 

When he reached his aquad near the top., the tiring had stopped. 

Re f'ound out that there had been on.17 two or three Gel'Jllana and 

·. the squad couldn 1 t plaoe them. He moved his p~atoon up to the 

crest and along the crest to the western slope. 

!hen tbe7 saw a group ot Germans ruJm.ing awq from them 

and down the mountain less than 200 yal"ds away. Jlost of' the 

platoon opened fire and the enemy took cover among the rocks. 

The OoapSD.J' Commander yelled down tor them to surrender, and 

21 of' the enemy stood up and surrendered. Captain Roeder 

could speak Pe:rm.qlvan1a Dutch. 

y? '' .i' '·· .y" •.. -
1 l · . · r' 1/"' 

f ~ ~ • . 1,- i) 51-r'. ,,,, .· tf ~ that were picked up but the battalion questioning could not 

This was the artillel'7 observation put"y and some atrqa 

i. t fl ,A. 
/l 1 l (l/~· 11 get them to disclose the position of theil' ertille17. 
\ Y.'~ !fhe battalion stuud moving again and reached JI. CJLVO 

' 
by night tall. 

j 
!he Regimental B.zeoutive Officer had followed the bat-

/ta11on up and stated that the other battalion• were moving 

fw1thout opposition and that the 2d Battalion should push on . 
~ ' f'·,~ 
~! ' .. 

f and joinf· . tha. He ~ggested that we continue the meoh dtl.1"• 
f. ·--
j ----1:ug the night. The battalion tor the most put 11hich waa 

atretob.ed out along the trail was ordered to 1ta feet an4 the 

ll&l'C.h was con,tinued. 

The march continued until the Regimental B.xecut:S:ve Of-
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. J:ic) t:~, .ticer went back tc the rear eOlmaDd poot. 1'ban aecurity waa 

J.( put out and the battalion slept and rested the remainder ot 

the night. (33) 

23D --- THB DOOND DAY 

•• CALVO was in the shape of a wide V. ~o the west it 

extended for about 3000 7ards to M. JU.BIBO and ~o the north­

east the ridge line held up to K. PIZZUTO• about 3500 yards 

away. (See Kap O) 
t 

The Battalion's route led along the ridge toward•• 

1ttARIRO. 

At first light of day on 23 May, Company Fled the bat­

talion along the trail to the west towed K. JIARDiO. OoapaJl.1' 

G was next and then Company E. 

After the column had been moving about 20 minutes, Oom­

pany F was hit by a force from the northeast. It waa no •­

bush, but rather a meeting engagement. The enem;y waa mo"t'ing 

along the tairl7 good terrain from the northeast. 

The Battalion Commander and S-3 we~e with F Company Com­

mander and 1 t looked as it the enemy had a strength of about 

20 ritleaea with two machine guns. 

Parts of two platoons of Oom.p&n'J' F.opeaad tire, and aa 

the7 faced to the right the7 were in good positions to hold 

the trail. Firing was moderate and F Oompan7 had f1Te 01' aiz 

casualties. Company F was on higher ground and could move 

around a little, but thq couldn't move to either flank. !heir 

entire com.pl.DJ' waa along the trail and the en.em, conld obaene 

600 to '100 yards o:r it. (B•• ••;p B) 

t!S) Statement ot Corbett W!11iamaon, then 2d Battalion ~om­
mand.er, 350th Intantr,-, on 31 Oct 1949. 
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The Battalion Commanding Officer told P Company Commander 

that one of the other companies would move in from the flank 

and when that unit started firing, that F CompanJ" should move 

forward. Meanwhile keep up firing moderatel7. 

li: Compan:7 Commander was contacted ~ SOR 300 radio and 

told to get ready. The Battalion Commanding Officer went back 

through the column to a good covered position that would lead 

to the enemy• s fl.ank. He then believed that a platoon would 

be aa large a group that could be controlled over this ter­

rain. 

The Platoon Leader was briefed, showed the enemy line and 

told to move out. !'his Lieutenant had Joined the company two 

days previously in FONDI. He moved bis platoon out in good 

style and went around a hill toward the en~'s rear. Atter 

briefing the Lieutenant the Battalion Commander went back up 

to Company F. Be left the Battalion s.3 with E Company. 

Nothing happened tor about thirty minutes exoept a·11ttle tilt­

ing in P 8om.pany 's area~ E Company Commander tried to call the 

Lieutenant on the SCR 536 radio. Arter the platoon had been 

gone about 40 minutes the Platoon Sergeant or the flanking 

platoon came rushing back to the trail from the direction the 

platoon had gone. He aaid the platoon was captured. Be aa14 

they had gone too tar and also that. he had not seen but about 

ten Germans. Be said a Germ.an told them in English the7 .were 
' surrounded and that the Platoon Lead.er took a white handke~-

cbiet out and told all the men to give up. 

B CODJ.pany Commander immediately started getting the re­

mainder of his company together. tfhe Battalion S-3 noti.t1e4 

1'7 

• 
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the Battalion Commander of the situation over the radio and 

asked if E Company could go after that platoon. The Battalion 

Commander replied, Okay, move out-,. and that he was moving P 

Company out too and tor G Company to cover the trail. 

By this t1me every man in the battalion knew tb.e situa­

tion. All of E Company took ott ·w1th tb.e Company Commander and 

the Plat~on Sergeant from the captured platoon lea,dj.ng. 

The enemy had started to the northeast with its prize. As 

B Company Commander got within 150-200 yards . of them every man 

in the company started shouting and shooting. The Germans 

started tiring but then le.ft the captured platoon and atuted 

running. 

In the meantime Company F succeeded in overrunning tbe 

Gel'Dlarla that were left as a covering force and was driving 

along the crest of the ridge toward Company B. The enemy sta;it­

ed surrendering and some or them gave up that could have gotten 

away. 

E Company Commander had given the order to l'lln all the 

Germans down but the Battalion Comm.anding Officer came up.with 

Company P Commander and ord.ered Company B to get back on the 

trail. 

~he unfortunate platoon leader was thorougbl.7 oriented 

by hie Company and Battalion 8omma.nders. 50 prisoner• were 

captured., moatly b7 P Company and the7 wel'e used. to cu17 

wounded men back to the rear. ThirtJ ot the eneJQ' were killed 

and Companie& E and P had twenty-one casualties. 

The battalion moYed out again and crossed the north side 

ot •• JURINO. Tbe trail that Regiment had taken was hard to 

18 



• • 
follow. There were no markings and man,- tra11a look alike. 

Regiment had set up a radio rela:, station of four men 

on x. KARIIO and this station had gone off the air earlier 

1n the morning. Their last words were that they we~e l!!Rll'round­

ed. F Company found thl"ee of the teanls bodies but the radio 

and the other m~n were missing. 

Regimental rear sent the battalion a message that fiv• 

companies of Germans were moving to :M. JU.RIBO trom the south 

west and also that the 2d Battalion had the mission ot pro­

tecting the regimental supply route as well as pushing to 

ROOOASECCA. Also tbat the Battalion was going too slow. 

Although not the highest feature around, )(. JU.RI:10 waa 

the most important in this area. Espeo1elly with tive com­

panies ot Germans moving towal'd it. 

Company F was ordered to go into positions on•• JIARIRO. 

Regilllental rear then radioed that the message regarding 

the five companies was incorrect, and that they were sending 

up a 90 mule train tor regiment. 

The battalion left Oompell'J' Fon M. llARIBO to protect the 

trail. '!hey were inatl'ucted to put out pati-ols along the 

trail. fb.e contact points were to be decided by the compan.J• 

The battalion then moved.out along the trail toward•• SPORAGO. 

(~e Jla;e C) The. trail ran along the east slope of a long ridge 

that went up to x. SPORAGO. 

About mid-af'tel'noon the 90 mule pack train trom. the 11eu 
I 

atarted around•• MARIHO and was G1bu.ahed. Oompan7 P was not 

in position to preTent. it, but quickl7 .came to their aid. !he 
.:N./~ 

mule train had not taken the same trail r4 the battalion an4 
• 
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had gone some '700 to 800 7ards to the north ot JI. lURilfO. !rhe 

battalion column could see this action f'rom across the va11q 

but were over 2000 yards from 1 t. Kachine gw,.s were set up 

and fired across the valley without results. 

Company P captured ten of the ambush party and t'ound that 

they were from. AI.ASEBO and had the mission of oceup71ng •• 

IIA.RIJIO. '!hey said that they b.ad th1rt7 men 1n their coapazQ" 

and also the7 did not know the 2nd Battalion was on the trail. 

The battalion was in good position to st~ tor the night. 

The battalion. mules were put in the middle ot tb.e battalion 

area and a perimeter defense was set up. 

J. Lieutenant ~~t~waa bringing up the ambushed train waa 
,i 

g1Yen help in trying to aal.vage some of the supplies. the lllUle 

skinners b.ad run oft during the ambush and only a few of tha 

could be found. The Germ.ans had shot most ot the :mules, 8Dll. 

few of the rations were tound. 

Dul'ing the night a mesaage was received trom the regimental. 

i-ear comm.and post, rela,-ed thl'ougb. Compan:, F. cil.reoting tb.e 

batta11on to contact the 85th Division that waa coming up on. 

the left. !his was done over the SOR 300 radio and the Bat­

ta11on Commander round that the 339th Infmtl'J' had gain-4 

SOllfilJO that dq. (See llap C) 

DUD D.AY OJI TBB TRAIL 
L 

At dawn on the 24th., with Ooap&n'J' G leading the 'battalion 

column .moved over JI. SPABAGO, fh• dail7 mbusb. waa hit by tbe 

leading man in the colwnn. This time the enem.J' 1• poa1t1on waa 

well ohoaen and in a sad.a.le. 



--
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Captain Roeder, G Oomp&.n7 CODlllander, lead a platoon up 

over the top of a hill so that he could tire down on the 

enemy. 'l'his was a slow WfKT to attack the position but it was 
' 

felt that fewer casualties would be su.trered. 

It took G OompUJ.7 over an hour to break through and o ap­

't'ure 17 and kill two. G Oom.p&Jl7 su.f'fered five casualties, 

tbree of them litter cases. As the battalion had no more 

stretchers with it, poles were cut, littera improvised, and 

the POW•s were used to carl'J' the wounded back the long bail 

to the rea:r. 

Company B was ordered to leave one reintorced platoon on 

M. SPA.RAGO. Their mission was to protect the trail and con­

tact Ooaparq- F by patrols. A SCR 300 radio was left with thea. 

!he battalion moved without further contact with the 

eneJQ" to K. ALfO. Another B CompSD.J' platoon was left on 

KOR~ICEHIO. The battalion spent the nigbt of the 24th on 

K. ALTO. 

THE FOURTH DAY 

Early on the morning or the 25tn the battalion aoved out 

toward ROCCASEOCA. The last rifle platoon of B Company., a 

section of machine guns and E Oompa.ny Headquarters were left 

on K. ALTO. They also were given the mission of protecting 

the trail. 

The trail was down hill to the town and the battalion 

column was mu.eh sho~ter. It moved .rapidl7 ad soon eonta.cte4 

eluents of the 3d Battalion which garrisoned the high ground. 

overlooJd.ng ROCC.ASECOA. 

21 



• 
The Battalion Commander and 8-~ reported tot.he Regimental 

COJIJllander and he asked them why they let a few snipers bold 

them up. 

o:t this action: The 2d Battalion, 350th Inf'8.lltl"7 

tailed to make the trip with the rest of the regillent because 

of its f'il'st day's action. Bu.t the enemy had expected tbe 

main attack to move through tbis position. (34) While the 

2d Battalion was hitting this en8JIQ' strong point thereat of 

tbe regiment was able to move to the objective. 

When Battalion Headquarters and Company G finally reached 

ROCC.ASBC04 and the wol'd was sent back along the trail to Com­

panies Band F, the entire battalion telt that it had done a 

good job. 

!fue battalion had 19 killed and 69 casualties -- 7 of 

them o.ffieera. They had eaptUl'ed 198 Germans and actually 

counted 72 killed. 

'.rhe 2d Battalion was accused of being held up 'bJ' snipers 

but it was generally considered a good job after the facts 

were known. 

Tb• battalion had moTed with both t1anks open, no utu .. 

lert support and dailJ' contact with the en93Q'. 

G 0omp8D1' OOllllaD.der and a OompallJ' F Platoon Sergeant were 

later awarded the Congressional Medal ot Rono1' tor other ac-

.tio:ns. 
PiTe months later ·tbis battalion held•• BAHAGLI.l (not 

shown on Kap) ror several dqs again.at d11't1cul t odds. for 
I 

which action it l'eceived the Distinguished. tJrdt 01tat101i. 

4 
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ANALYSIS ilD CRITICISX 

l. ACTIONS OF THE REGIMENTAL AND BATTJ.LIOB CODANDERS 

Wheneve~ contact was gained witq the en9m7 the Battal.1Qn 
~.{L,,f.w 

Oomm.a;nder moved to the scene to ~an estimate of the situa-

tion. As soon as he committed b1s companies, he assisted the 

tront line leaders in controlling their units. 

The Regimental Commander with the light tank was a 

'\ detaz:ad»iag factor in the tight on 21 Kay. Since three ot B 

Companies platoon leaders were wounded, the Regimental and 

Battalion Commanders greatly assisted E Company Comm.and.er in 

leading his company tb.l'ough the assault. 

· 2. PLATOOI LJW>BRS KOST LEAD 

.As evidenced by the fact that six platoon leaders were 

wounded on 21 Kay~ the platoon leaders had a d1tr1cult job in 

moving their units. E and G Company Commanders always took 

the lead. · Also their platoon leader·s moved out 1n :f'ront ot 

their platoons. This was probably not unique to this organiza­

tion but in the mountains~ the men could conven1entl.y find. 

cover and this made tb.e job of the platoon leader much harder. 

Ol'lce the men started moT1ng and tiring, the leaders job was 

mostl7. control. 

3. OOJIIII~HEIT OF SUPPORT AND RESDVES 

on each encounter with the enemy, support platoons or 

reserves had to be used. lfhe quickel' theseUD.its went into 

action, the better the results. on the 21st the eDeJIQ' was not 

set tor both Company G tram. the west and Compl.D'J B from the 
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south. Although there was no fire .tight, COll.p&ny G Com­

mander would not have captured the observation group on the 

22d unless he had not moved a platoon 1mmed1ate17. On K. CALVO 

there was some de1a;r in committing a reserve. Then when it 

was used it was too small. Only through the aggressiveness 

of E Company Commander was the platoon saved and the fight 

won. On•• SPARA.GO, G Company Co~en.der personally led hia 

.flanking force and mopped up the resistance. 

4. SUPPLY 

The Battalion Commander did not want to put a mule train 

in the column but was afraid that he too would get. cut ott' 

tJtom the rea. The uncertainty ot the si tuat1on made 1 t 1m­

per at1 ve that the battalion be able to operate without resupplJ' 

tor at least 48 hours. 

5. JIARKIBG OF TRAILS 

Had the 2d Battalion clearly marked the trail, the am­

bush ot the pack train might have been avoided. Regiment wu 

supposed .to mark the route they used but tailed to do so. 

Kan:y of the ti-Bila looked alike and some of them. fail to show 

or were incorrect on the maps. The battalion d.14 not ha.Te tttJ.7 

white tape and no other mean.a was 1mprov1aed. 

6. HDAilf BY .ALU.ATION 

The battalion oommi tt.ed a grave error in neglecting t~ 

secure the high ground before they tried to paas tbrough s. 
BilGIO VALLEY. Even though there was no contac-t with the 

f,,/7 



• • 
enemy, the battalion should have made certain that the enemy 

had not set up an ambush. !his shou1d be done without hold­

ing up the battalion column. Company P tailed to secure the 

long approach from the northeast on M. CALVO before the bat­

talion moved across the mountain. 

As it was impracticable to cover the crests ot all the 

mountains, the battalion checked only those over.which it 

passed. 

7. 00DUNICATI0i8 

The SCR 300 radios operated very effectively. They had 

to be moved around quite often tor better reception. Due to 

their weight, operators would take turns in carrying them. I:t 

the battalion had not brought a suttieient supply of batteries 

they would have been w1 thout o:, :mmunieation. The SCR 536 radios 

were not used very mu.ch. The platoons relied on.messengers 

during moat of the operation. 

a. OUT-GUESSING THE ENEKY 

The 2nd Battalion walked into a well planned position on 

the 21st of Jlay. on .u. CALVO the leading com.pallJ' waa cafPt 

in a bad position. On the 23rd the ambush was located br the 

leading men in the column aa the Battalion tormed on. thel · 

trail. 'fbere was practically no wq to disclose the e11eiRJ·1s 

position other than walking into it. 

LESSONS 

1. Tb.a presence of the Regimental oj Battalion Ooa-
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mander in the thick o~ a .fight will greatly inspire troops 

and assist the front line leader in closing with the enemy. 

2. In mountain fighting, where there is ample. cover, 

comp&n7 commanders and platoon leade,rs must pb:,-sically lead 

to the objectives. 

3. When moving in a colWDll through tbe mountains, speed 

is of the utmost 1mportanee when committing support and. re­

serves. 

4. In order to keep moving and be effective in the moun­

taina, supply problems must be anticipated and suppl.1ea in----·-··-
5. When operating over mountain trails, established 

communication and supply routes must be plainly marked. 

6. In clearing routes over mountain terrain, special 

attention must be given to approaches that the enemJ" can ue:.e . 

to attack the trail as well as to comm.anding high ground. 

?. In attacking over extended distances and rough ter­

rain, radio must be relied upon as primB.17 communications. 

s • .Al.though. it was poor practise to disclose an ambush 

by hitting it head on, there was practically no other method 

in this type operation. 

f.. 
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